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One of the loveliest times 
of year at Chimp Haven 
occurs when the brown 

leaves of winter change into the 
green foliage of spring. The cold air 
gradually becomes warmer, creating 
a sweet atmosphere for watching 
chimpanzees sunbathe high on the 
wooden structures. 

Because of you, our donor, each 
year more and more chimpanzees are 
able to experience Chimp Haven’s 
seasons. They have the choice to be 
inside snuggled in a hammock when 
it’s cold or wet, or roam throughout a 
forested habitat when it is warm and 
breezy. You are their hero and we 
thank you. 

As seasons change throughout 
this year, more than 50 new retirees 
will join the more than 200 chimps 
who reside at the sanctuary. We have 
already started planning their cross-
country journey and are excited to 
welcome them to their forever home. 
Soon they too will watch the seasons 
change and enjoy their new lives as 
retired chimpanzees. 

As we say hello to them we will say 
farewell to the sanctuary’s President 
and Chief Executive Officer, Cathy 
Willis Spraetz, who will retire in the 
coming months. Cathy has led the 
sanctuary through a great season of 
growth and advancement, taking in 

the largest group of federally funded 
retired chimpanzees at Chimp Haven.

“We are thankful for the 
accomplishments that Cathy 
has achieved in her time at the 
sanctuary,” Chimp Haven Board of 
Directors Chair Steve Ross, Ph.D., 
said. “Her leadership and devotion to 
the retirement of chimpanzees have 
positively impacted the organization 
in unimaginable ways. We are sad 
to lose such a great and inspiring 
leader; however, the milestones 
that have been reached over the last 
four years will allow hundreds more 
chimpanzees to call Chimp Haven 
home.” 

Fortunately, Willis Spraetz 
will not be leaving Chimp Haven 
immediately after the new chief 
executive officer is selected. She will 
remain with the organization as a 
consultant to the board of directors 
to assist in the transition process as 
well as fundraising activities.

“I never thought I would work with 
such an incredible species,” Willis 
Spraetz said. “The last four years 
have been a gratifying culmination 
to a career spanning three decades. I 
look forward not only to helping my 
successor transition into this very 
important role, but also continuing 
to advocate and raise funds for these 
wonderful animals who have become 

part of my family.”
Though seasons inevitably change 

at the sanctuary, you, our donor, 
always remain loyal. You have always 
stepped up to the plate to help ensure 
each of the sanctuary’s residents are 
cared for in the best ways.

Thank you for faithfully 
journeying with us through the 
evolution of the sanctuary. Let’s 
keep up the great momentum as we 
welcome more chimpanzees home. 
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Eating is kind of a big deal 
around Chimp Haven… 
especially for its 200 plus 

chimpanzees. Almost 300,000 
pounds of produce and nutritional 
biscuits were consumed last year. 
And with the population expanding 
to more than 250 this year, the need 
for food will surely increase.

But what does a chimp 
really eat? In the wild, a 
chimpanzee’s diet is primarily 
made up of leaves and fruit. On 
occasion they will eat meat, but it is 
very rare.

Although wild chimps spend 
most of their day searching for 
food sources, captive chimps are 
“served” their meals in the morning 
and afternoons. Keeping this in 
mind, Chimp Haven’s veterinary 

team developed a meal plan that 
is rich in nutrition to help keep 
the chimps lean and healthy. The 
diet usually consists of primate 
biscuits, which they have access to 
throughout the day; a fruit such as 
apples, oranges or tomatoes; a leafy 
green such as kale, romaine lettuce 
or cabbage; and a non-leafy green 
such as broccoli, green beans, green 
peppers or cucumbers. Sometimes 
a starch such as sweet potatoes, 
white potatoes or onions is added. 
But the most coveted item that’s 
always on the menu is the banana. 
No surprise there, right?

Providing the best diet possible 
for the chimpanzees at Chimp 
Haven is one of our top priorities. 
This important part of their care 
helps to keep them healthy and able 
to enjoy their time in sanctuary.

You can help support the 
chimps by becoming a “Diet 
Donor.” Visit chimphaven.org for 
more information. 

Chimps enjoy the warm weather.

Visit Chimp Haven on 
Chimpanzee Discovery Days

Admission: 
 Adults (13 years and older) $10
 Children (6-12 years)  $5
 Children (5 years and younger) Free

For more information, visit chimphaven.org.

2017 Spring Dates
 March 18 . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m. – noon
 April 22 . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m. – noon
 May 20 . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m. – noon

C H I M PA N Z E E
Discovery Days

Looking for a more in-depth learning experience 
after Chimpanzee Discovery Days? 

Consider Chimp Chat & Chew. Enjoy a staff-driven 
lecture, lunch and tour of the sanctuary. 

Reservations are required and seating fills quickly. 

Admission:
Adults  $50   •   Children  $25

(not suitable for children under 10 years old)

For more information or to register, 
please call 318.925.9575.

2017 Spring Dates
 March 18 . . . . . . . .noon – 2 p.m.
 April 22  . . . . . . . . .noon – 2 p.m.
 May 20 . . . . . . . . . .noon – 2 p.m.

C H I M P
Chat & Chew

We’re growing because of you!

Meet some of the new chimps you’ve helped inside…

Henry is one of the few chimps at the 
sanctuary who will eat romaine lettuce 

before a banana. It’s his favorite. 



Lives You’ve Touched

We couldn’t do this work without you...

NEW ARRIVALS

Bo, a handsome 33-year-old 
male, arrived at Chimp Haven 
with his friend Gidgette just 
a few months ago and he is 
adjusting well to his new life 
of retirement. Bo was a bit shy 
when he arrived in October, 
but he has slowly come out of 
his shell and is starting to show 
us his personality.

Kelsey is a pretty 28-year-
old. She likes to hang out and 
relax on shelves high off the 
ground. When she first arrived 
at Chimp Haven, she wasn’t a 
big fan of fruits and vegetables. 
Now, she’s starting to show 
interest in the fresh produce 
that she receives daily. 

Goliath is a friendly male who 
loves interacting with people 
and the new groupmates 
to whom he was recently 
introduced. Staff immediately 
noticed that Goliath seemed 
extra smitten with Kelsey. He 
is cautious and assesses social 
situations before making any 
decisions, but he’s adjusting 
well to his life in retirement.

Cammy

Theo

Pocus

Gidgette

Huby

Levi

Rosie

Cammy is curious and always 
eager to be a part of the action. 
If you don’t notice her right 
away, she’ll get your attention 
by banging on the enclosure. 
She’ll even peek her head over 
a hammock during nighttime 
checks, as if to let her caregiver 
know where she is. 

Huby likes to make his 
presence known with loud 
and boisterous displays. He 
becomes quite excited when 
there is a lot of activity going 
on around him, but he also 
does well in smaller social 
settings.

Latoya

Latoya was a bit stubborn about 
going indoors and outdoors when 
she first arrived at Chimp Haven, 
but she has recently decided to 
shift on cue and enjoys heading 
outside for some time in the 
sun with a blanket. She is also 
eager for grooming sessions 
with her caregivers and releases 
loud vocalizations to show her 
excitement when they approach 
her.

Pocus always wants to play. 
He thrives on social interaction 
with his groupmates and 
caregivers. He is still 
apprehensive when it comes to 
walking on grass, but he is doing 
better with shifting outdoors 
when staff need to clean the 
chimps’ indoor housing.

Rosie is described as very 
quiet and polite because of 
her tendency to lie low and 
stay in the background of any 
chaos. She spends most of her 
time near her pal, Cleopatra, 
relaxing in a hammock or out 
in the sunshine.

Theo was recently introduced 
to a larger social group and he 
is loving every minute of his 
time with the females.  He 
bonded with Latoya early on 
and quickly befriended the 
rest of his new groupmates. 
He can often be seen grooming 
with them now.

Levi has excellent aim and 
can hit any target, human or 
nonhuman, from around a 
corner, far away and probably 
with his eyes closed. Once he’s 
gotten your attention, he’ll 
bounce up and down until you 
initiate a play session with 
him.

Gidgette is a beautiful dark 
faced chimp who is known for 
her stealthy personality. She 
has the cool ability to balance 
in odd positions on her way up 
to the cupola where she likes 
to relax. Gidgette also likes 
to carry around a tennis ball, 
adding to her sporty look.

GoliathBo Kelsey

Casey is a big, beautiful 
female who is smart, but unlike 
many other chimps, she isn’t 
motivated by food.  She’s usually 
found next to her best friend, 
Latoya, observing the sanctuary 
happenings – preferably from on 
top of one of the tall structures 
in her yard.

Casey
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