
2013 Discovery Days 
Fall Schedule

September 21

November 16

October 19
2nd Fall Festival

Chimp Haven 
Discovery Days 

Offered seven times a year, including our fall and spring 
festivals,  Chimpanzee Discovery Day is an educational 
and fun event for the entire family. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to see our resident chimpanzees, including 
our newest additions from the New Iberia Research 
Center. Join us this fall on September 21, October 19 
(Second Annual Fall Festival, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and 
November 16, 9 a.m. to noon CST.

Chimp Chat 
& Chew

Following Chimpanzee Discovery Days, 
visitors are invited to attend Chimp Chat 
& Chew. This event includes a behind-
the-scenes tour of the sanctuary, lunch 
and a presentation by a staff member. 
The 2013 Chimp Chat & Chew dates are: 
September 21 and November 17, 
beginning at noon. Can’t make it on 
Saturdays? Consider Chimp Chat and 
Chew - The Morning Edition: November 
26, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Fees: $50 adult; 
$25 child (not suitable for children 
under 10). To register, contact Chimp 
Haven, 318.925.9575.

Vol. XIII, Issue 2  E  Summer 2013  E  chimphaven.orgVol. XIII, Issue 2  E  Summer 2013  E  chimphaven.org

In 1995, a group of biomedical researchers envisioned a place where their test subjects – chimpanzees – would be able to 
retire. Free from invasive probing and the intentional poke of a disease-filled syringe, this “safe haven” would provide state of 
the art veterinary care, wooded areas similar to those inhabited by their wild counterparts and most importantly, the freedom 
to just be a chimpanzee. Five years later, Chimp Haven was incorporated and gifted with 200 acres of land from Caddo Parish, 
La., transitioning the organization from a dream to reality. In 2005, an even more rewarding milestone for the sanctuary was the 
arrival of its first residents. 

Eight years later in June 2013, National Institutes of Health Director Dr. Francis Collins, helped materialize another Chimp Haven 
dream. Virtually all federally owned chimpanzees in biomedical research would be retired to the Federal Sanctuary System. 

He said in his June 26 announcement, “Americans have benefitted greatly from chimpanzees’ service to biomedical research, 
but new scientific methods and technologies have rendered their use in research largely unnecessary. After extensive 
consideration with the expert guidance of many, I am confident that greatly reducing their use in biomedical research is 
scientifically sound and the right thing to do.”

So what does this mean for the chimpanzees and Chimp Haven?

Today a great effort begins. As the National Chimpanzee Sanctuary, Chimp Haven will work 
diligently with NIH to devise a plan that will offer these 
newly retired chimpanzees a well-deserved sanctuary life. It 
is expected that Chimp Haven will receive many of the 
retired chimpanzees so it is imperative that we strategize to 
ensure the sanctuary is prepared. Although the task may 
appear daunting, we are driven by the work of those who 
have paved the way for this historical announcement. 
Celebrate this triumph with us by making a donation to Chimp 
Haven to ensure the future is bright for hundreds more 
chimpanzees.

For more information or to donate, visit chimphaven.org.  

Eric enjoys retirement after living many years in a laboratory.

Retirement on the Horizon!Retirement on the Horizon!

http://www.chimphaven.org
http://www.chimphaven.org
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Caring for Captive and 
Wild Chimpanzees

Two-year-old Arden enjoys 

her daily nutritional biscuit.
Diane makes her wish as she kisses a stuffed frog.

Valentina Rose enjoys playtime with 

her new friend and group mate Diane.

Senior group members like Jimoh

enjoy time with the little ones.

At 10 months, Natalie has ventured 
away from mom Ginger, to explore 
the habitat…or at least the fruit.

One-year-old Riley enjoys some 

time with Nina and Slim. 

 

Jimmy and Tracy can often be found chasing each other around the habitat.

Younger ResidentsYounger Residents

Quilla has no problem having fun on a wooden structure in the play yard.

Onyx pauses for a quick photo

Two-year-old ‘Lil’ Mason 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has released a proposal to move captive chimpanzees to the 
endangered list giving them the same status as those in the wild. Historically, chimpanzees are the only 
species to be split listed. This is a positive move and makes it more likely that there will be a decline in 
the pet trade as well as the use of chimpanzees in the entertainment industry. While captive 
chimpanzees are our primary focus, we are also reminded that captive chimpanzees are not the only 
ones in a fight for their lives. Wild chimpanzees have endured a great decrease in their population due 
to habitat loss, logging, hunting and mining. 

So what is Chimp Haven doing?   

■ Oil and Energy Reduction – Chimp Haven uses local vendors for food and bedding to help 
reduce its use of oil and gas. When possible, staff travels by foot between Phase 1 and Phase 2 and 
uses battery powered carts. Timers on overhead lights have been installed in shared staff support 
areas such as the break and laundry rooms and blankets and other cloth material used by the 
chimpanzees are dried in the fresh air and sun.  

■ Using our Green Thumb – We’ve again begun planting and harvesting a great variety of peppers, 
potatoes, squash, tomatoes, cabbage, Swiss chard and lettuce to help supplement the great 
amount of produce that is consumed throughout the year. We have also added an orchard that 
contains fig, pear and peach trees which will allow us to offer our residents some of their favorite 
fruits regularly. Herbs and plants will soon be planted on our office building rooftop; and with the 
addition of our greenhouse we will be able to supplement chimpanzee diets thereby reducing our 
overall costs.  

■ Educating Others – In April, Chimp Haven held its second annual Earth Day Festival and shared 
the ways our visitors can implement many of the sanctuary’s sustainable practices at home, school 
and work.    

We hope to increase our 
conservation efforts as the year 
progresses. One way you can 
help is by purchasing a fruit 
tree from Louisiana Nursery 
and donating it to the 
sanctuary to add to our 
growing orchard. For more 
information, call Chimp Haven 
at 318.925.9575 or visit 
chimphaven.org. 

Thanks to the Coypu Foundation, Chimp Haven now has an 

onsite greenhouse!

Wild Chimpanzees
Chimp Haven’s

http://www.chimphaven.org
http://www.independentcharities.org/index.asp
http://www.sanctuaryfederation.org/gfas/
http://www.aaalac.org/
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