
As all of us – humans and chimps! – happily welcome spring 
at the sanctuary, we also continue to welcome new chimp 
retirees to our Chimp Haven family. I’m thrilled to share that 
our most recent arrivals (who you’ll meet in this newsletter) 
bring our current colony to more than 280 chimpanzees. 

Right now, they’re enjoying their first days of sunshine at 
the sanctuary, and we’re so excited to continue to get to 
know them and share their stories with you.

But as you know, with nearly 200 chimps still remaining 
in research facilities waiting to come to Chimp Haven, our 
work is not yet complete. With the sanctuary very close to 
capacity, we’re in the middle of a large-scale expansion to 
create additional habitats, bedrooms, and veterinary suites 
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to support our growing chimp family. 

Despite many recent rainy Louisiana days, three new 
multi-acre habitats are beginning to take shape, and we 
love to think about all the chimps who will enjoy climbing, 
playing, and interacting in these spaces in the future. 

Right now we’re especially excited about two 15,000 
square foot open-air corrals that will welcome chimps 
soon. These spaces will include green grass, growing 
trees, and multi-level structures for chimpanzees to 
explore, and will give Chimp Haven even more flexible 
spaces in which chimpanzee groups can live, play, and 
eat. 

Both corrals include play structures and an overhead 
canopy shade to keep the chimps cool and comfy in 
warm weather. Corrals are expected to be completed this 
month, and will welcome their first chimps sometime 
this spring. 

In addition to chimp housing, construction continues 
on two new state-of-the-art veterinary suites, space to 
store and prep the chimps’ food, and much-needed staff 
areas where caregivers can share care info about chimps 
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before they start their day, complete training, shower and 
change after a long day of work, and more.

Since the National Institutes of Health (NIH) ended 
biomedical research on chimpanzees in 2015, we’ve worked 
quickly to provide those chimps with a life at sanctuary – 
but there are still 200 in research facilities waiting their 
turn. Like you, we are dedicated to seeing the day when 
all former research chimpanzees get their chance to come 
to sanctuary. By expanding the Chimp Haven campus and 
making room for them, we’ll be taking a huge step toward 
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DIVING INTO SPRING 
AT THE SANCTUARY
If you were to ask the chimps, we bet they’d say spring 

is their favorite time of year. With cold weather on the 

way out and sun on the way in, they’re spending more 

time outside at the sanctuary napping, playing, and 

soaking up the sun!

making that dream a reality. 

The Welcome Them Home expansion is a $20 million 
labor of love for the chimps, and we’re counting on 
generous supporters like you to help bring it to life 
so that one day soon, every chimpanzee has their 
opportunity to retire to Chimp Haven. 

Learn how you can be part of this historic project at: https://
chimphaven.org/expansion-campaign/

 A mother’s work is never done: Valentina Rose and 
Carlee sneak in a lively game of chase while mom, 
Passion, tries to enjoy her banana.

This spring, we’re taking our cues from Austin – he knows 
the value of indulging in some much-deserved rest and 
relaxation.

These days TJ seems to be spending all his time up on 
the platforms in his play yard, keeping an eye on things. 

Tracy is an expert climber, so it’s no surprise spring finds 
her high up in the trees. This is her favorite post to snoop 
on neighboring groups and catch the first glimpse of 
new chimps coming into the sanctuary!

Gina and her group took full advantage of a recent 
sunny day, hanging outside together after enjoying their 
afternoon snack of baked kale chips that were lovingly 
baked by care staff.
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CHIMP MYTHS 
& FUN FACTS

each morning when she makes her appearance 
at breakfast! Ellie is serious and diplomatic in 
handling disputes amongst her group of seven 
and is quick to reassure the upset parties and try 
to restore peace. 

Fun fact: Chimpanzees are purposeful pointers 

If you’ve ever pointed a finger to identify 
something you want, you are a purposeful pointer! 
Chimpanzees also fall into this category. They are 
capable of pointing to an object when they want 
to let someone know that they want it. At Chimp 
Haven, Emma is infamous for pointing at nearby 
blueberry bushes or the food storage building any 
time staff is near in an attempt to acquire some 
additional snacks.

Do chimps know sign language? Are all alpha chimps male? Animal 
Caregiver Jordan Green is busting myths and answering some of your 
most burning questions about the Chimp Haven retirees!

Myth: Many chimps know sign language and can 
be taught to communicate this way

Very few chimpanzees actually know sign language! 
While there have been a small handful of great apes 
who have been taught some form of sign language 
or symbols to communicate, this isn’t the norm. 
This myth probably stems from the many gestures 
and facial expressions chimps already use to 
communicate with each other and the deep interest 
in knowing if our closest living relative could master 
and use a language familiar to us.  

Fun fact: Chimpanzees laugh!

This is one of my absolute favorite facts about chimps. 
No matter what mood I’m in, hearing the retirees 
laugh is an instant day-brightener. A chimpanzee 
laugh is breathy and can be subtle or loud depending 
on the individual. Not every chimp laughs every time 
they play, which makes it all the more special to hear.

Myth: Chimp alphas are always male

In most chimpanzee troops the leader of this 
hierarchy, or “alpha,” of the group is male. However, 
there are some cases when a female will rise through 
the ranks to become the alpha. Two of our most 
notable “girl bosses” are Slim and Ellie. Stoic and 
firm Slim is the alpha of her group of 11 and this is 
apparent when her groupmates rush to greet her 

Lives You’ve Touched – Recent Arrivals
These chimps are spending their first spring at the sanctuary thanks to you!

...continued on page 4

Taffy is not the type of chimp to shy away from a 
challenge. When she and her buddies were introduced 
into a larger group recently, she was determined to 
make friends with even the toughest personalities. Mikey 
tried to show how tough he is by tossing something at 
her – she tossed it right back at him and minutes later, 
they were playing like they were old friends! We think 
she’s going to be breath of fresh air for the rough-and-
tumble boys in her new family. 

When she first arrived at the sanctuary, Maxi was 
always interested in what care staff was up to – but now 
that’s she’s been introduced to a larger family, she’s way 
too busy with her new chimp friends to give them the 
time of day. She’s extremely smart and loves toys (she 
can always been seen carrying around three or four of 
her favorites). She’s also got a mischievous streak, and 
likes to “steal” items and craft them into tools. We can 
already tell this lady will keep us on our toes!

Ladybird loves to laugh
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Chimpanzee Discovery Day
Chimps, learning, and pant-hoots await at these 
family-friendly discovery events, offered just a 
few times each year. 
October 19th and November 16th

There are just a few chances left to visit the sanctuary this year! 
Learn more at chimphaven.org/events or @ChimpHaven on social media.

Chimp Chat & Chew
Take a closer look at the Chimp Life with these 
exclusive behind-the-scenes tours. Space is 
limited, so reserve your spot today by calling 
318-925-9575!  November 15th
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Lives You’ve Touched – Recent Arrivals continued

Kaya is a funny, low-key girl who gets along with 
everyone – people and chimps alike. She doesn’t crave 
the spotlight like some of the other strong personalities 
in her group, and instead prefers to hang out up on the 
structures in her yard, mellow and unbothered. She’s 
extremely smart and always wants to be involved in 
positive reinforcement training – even if the training 
session is for another chimp! Staff say that when Jacob 
first saw Kaya, his mouth dropped open in a big, excited 
expression. We’re happy to know her too, Jacob!

Since Cybill is so discreet, staff thought she might 
end up being low-ranking in her new family. But Cybill 
quickly decided that wasn’t going to be the case! 
She got right to work making friends, grooming her 
neighbors, and making sure she was involved in all the 
action. We’ve also learned she’s an excellent catcher, 
just like her groupmate Queenie B. Together they sit up 
on their platform urging staff to toss them their favorite 
snacks.

When Hobbes was first introduced to his new play 
yard, he climbed right up to the very top pole and hung 
out there for 20 minutes, taking in the views. The boys 
in his new family are known for being rambunctious, 
but Hobbes has had no trouble fitting right in. He 
also knows how to be a gentleman though: During 
introductions he was very sweet to all the ladies, taking 
a particular liking to Violet and Margaret.  

Bart is Hobbes’s laid back friend and counterpart. He 
feels no need to show how big and tough he is, but if 
any squabbles occur, he’s always got Hobbes’s back. He 
seemed to fit in immediately with his new family, and 
these days you can usually catch him in the middle of 
a grooming session with a buddy. He and Hobbes also 
like to snoop in on the conference room when staff 
is holding a meeting – they have to be briefed on all 
official sanctuary business!
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