Husbandry at Chimp Haven- Part Two
What is husbandry?
•

Husbandry is the care of animals.

•

At Chimp Haven, husbandry describes animal care for chimpanzees.

•

Chimpanzees that live in sanctuaries need people to help take care of them.

•

The Chimp Haven husbandry team is made up of animal “caregivers” or “care staff.”

•

Care staff tend to the chimpanzees’ basic needs, like water, food, and shelter. The
teams also takes care of the chimpanzees’ social needs and environment.

•

Chimpanzees are very smart animals, which makes husbandry an exciting
challenging field!

What is a day like for Chimp Haven husbandry?
•

The chimps at Chimp Haven receive round-the-clock care, so there are both day
shift and night shift teams to care for the chimpanzees.

•

With more than 300 chimpanzees to care for, there is a lot of work to do every day!

•

Care staff follow daily routines to make sure they finish all their tasks. Do you have a
daily routine?

•

The days start bright and early. Staff begins by checking on each chimpanzee
troop and bringing them their morning chow. It’s just the first of several meals the
chimps will receive throughout the day:

Morning Chow

Afternoon Chow

Afternoon Veg

Usually something like carrots
or celery

Breakfast: a leafy green (like cabbage or

kale), a non-leafy green (peppers, broccoli), a
starch (sweet potato, white potato, or onion),
a fruit (like an orange, apple, or kiwi, and
always a banana

An Enrichment Activity
This may or may not be food
based

Twice each week the chimps will receive
forage, which is something like nuts or
popcorn that is given to them mixed in with
other materials so they have to search for it.
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•

After checks and morning chow, care staff asks the chimpanzees to go
outdoors so they can clean their inside bedrooms. Moving chimpanzees
from one area to another is called “shifting.”

•

Have you ever been asked to change rooms while reading your favorite book
or watching your favorite TV show? Care staff must be patient and creative
when asking the troops to shift.

•

The chimpanzees eat their breakfast outside while care staff cleans indoors.

•

Chutes connect each chimpanzee living space so troops can move from
place to place. The chutes are kind of like above ground tunnels high in the
sky!

•

Husbandry staff sometimes do “troop moves” by shifting an entire
chimpanzee troop into a new living space. By doing this, the chimps get to
experience new and exciting environments, which they really love.

•

Care staff think of chimpanzee moves like a puzzle game because there are
lots of moving parts!

•

The team works closely with the chimpanzees each day to build strong
bonds and trust. When the chimpanzees trust the team it’s easier to shift!

•

Because chimpanzees love new things and exploring new spaces, they panthoot and get excited when they see care staff getting the chutes ready for a
move!

•

Care staff also spend time throughout the day doing loads of chimpanzee
laundry. Like humans, many chimps like to sleep with blankets, especially
when it’s cold outside. Staff makes sure there are always plenty of fresh clean
blankets for the chimps to cuddle up in.

•

Some chimpanzees also love stuffed animals, so the team makes sure to
clean those regularly too.

•

The colony receives enrichment every day, which sometimes must also be
cleaned (like puzzles or plastic toys). Care staff work hard to clean those items
so that they can be used again.

•

The team makes sure that the chimps’ food is ready for the next day by
prepping their meals. Last year the colony went through 200,000 pounds of
produce! Can you imagine chopping all of those vegetables?
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What is Chimp Haven?
•

Chimp Haven is a big sanctuary where chimpanzees live together in
family groups, also known as troops.

•

Chimp Haven is located in Louisiana.

•

More than 300 chimpanzees live at Chimp Haven today!
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