
Behavior Instinctive Learned

Crying

Sleeping

Climbing Trees

Yawning

Using Tools

Communicating

Reading

Grooming

Breathing

Eating

Behavior – the way an animal acts 

Instinctive behavior – inherited behavior that a species doesn’t have to learn to do 

Learned behavior – a behavior learned by experience
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Chimpanzee Behavior – 
Nature vs. Nurture
Consider the difference between an instinctive and learned behavior. Think about 
actions that are taught and what you do naturally without instruction. The table 
lists both chimpanzee and human traits (we share a lot!). For each items on the 
table put a check mark in the “instinctive” or “learned” columns. 



Chimpanzee Behavior – 
Observational Data Collection 
There are several ways to collect data, from field note collection to special software 
designed to track certain aspects of chimpanzee behavior. Behaviorists track chimpanzee 
characteristics using an ethogram, which is often based on “what do we want to know.” 
Different researchers may categorize things differently and this may be based on a 
particular question they are trying to answer. 

In the video you’ll see Flora’s group of 20 chimpanzees in their forested habitat. The 
group is down by the moat foraging for snacks and enjoying the nice weather. Act 
as a behaviorist by watching the video and collecting data through observational 
methodology. Use tally marks to indicate how many times you see the behavior. 

Behavior Times Observed Doing Activity

Sleeping

Climbing Trees

Using Tools

Foraging

Grooming

Playing

Drinking

Walking only on two feet (bipedal)

Other

Sunbathing

Species-typical behavior – acts that are shared by a species  

Ethogram – a table of recorded actions or behaviors

Observation – the act of noticing something
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Chimpanzee Behavior – 
Activity Budget
Activity Budget – a collection of data that shows how much time the chimpanzees 
spend doing certain behaviors or activities

Behaviorists at Chimp Haven create activity budgets to track how residents spend their 
days. The data help the team identify what types of behaviors are most common in 
the group, and how they can help provide different stimuli to encourage other positive 
behaviors they see less often. Create an activity budget for the observational data you 
collected for Flora’s group during the previous activity.

Convert your data into a bar graph with percentages. At the bottom of your graph include 
what you’ve concluded from Flora’s group based on your observation. 

Observations:
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Chimpanzee Behavior – 
Discussion Questions

1. What is the difference between instinctual and learned behaviors? How are 
chimpanzees different than some other species?

2. How do you think the behaviors in Flora’s group would differ depending on the 
weather, the group make up, and the time of day?

3. Why is it important to study the behavior of chimpanzees? 

4. How can you use observational methodology in your day to day life? 
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